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E D I T O R I A L . 

Prophylaxis .—The con t inued g r o w t h of our i n s t i t u t i o n s , and the 
d e m a n d for increased a c c o m m o d a t i o n s due to the p r e s s u r e of the wait­
ing list are g iv ing rise, in m a n y q u a r t e r s , to cons ide ra t ion and discus­
sion of m e a n s of p r o p h y l a x i s . The long te rm—prac t ica l ly for life—dur-
ing which the chi ldren mus t be kep t in an ins t i tu t ion m a k e s larger ac-
c o m m o d a t i o n s neces sa ry and ma te r i a l l y inc reases the expense and 
g i v e s increased e m p h a s i s to such cons ide ra t ions . 

Recen t ly efforts have been d i rec ted toward the suppres s ion of the 
m a r r i a g e relat ion between the unfit, for while the problem of heredi ty 
is but vague lv unders tood , yet it is firmly believed by t hose of large 
expe r i ence with defective h u m a n i t y , tha t there are cer ta in physical 
and men ta l condi t ions in the pa ren t which render very improbable the 
adven t of h e a l t h y offspring. Dur ing the la,-,t win te r bills to this end 
have been before the l eg i s l a tu re s of Colorado, I nd i ana , Minnesota, 
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Pennsy lvan i a and Wiscons in . These bills s o u g h t to prohibi t m a r r i a g e 
between persons e i t h e r one of whom was subject to d ipsoman ia , i n s a n i t y , 
epi lepsy, f eeb le -mindedness , syphi l i s , t u b e r c u l o s i s , o rvene rea l d i s e a s e . 
To this end a cert if icate from a medical hoard s t a t i n g tha t the p e r s o n s 
des i rous of being mar r ied were not subject to the above cond i t ions was 
made neces sa ry in o rder tha t a l icense m i g h t be i s sued . 

In Minneso ta the bill became a law but appl ied only to the i n s a n e , 
feeble minded and epi lept ic when the w o m a n is unde r forty-five y e a r s 
of age . The medical board was e l imina ted and the clerk of the cour t 
was made respons ib le , in tha t he was forbidden to i ssue the l icense if 
he knew ei ther p a r t y to be subject to the above cond i t i ons . In p rac t i ce 
this knowledge will p robab ly be very l imited in its effect, for it s e e m s to 
be the genera l feel ing tha t mar r i age is an inborn r ight of the s e x e s . 
While the law can not m a k e men r i g h t e o u s , and the common law m a r -
r iage can not be p r e v e n t e d , yet i t s e e m s t h a t t he mar r i age law is at 
least a s tep in the r i gh t d i rec t ion . I t can at least be made " t o p a y ' ' 
if it s tops one of t h e s e unfo r tuna tes from b e i n g b rough t into the world, 

In Pennsy lvan i a t h e y have made an a t t e m p t to yet at the m a t t e r in 
ano ther way and at the same t ime a m e l i o r a t e the condit ion of t he 
child. A bill has been in t roduced and p a s s e d by the House p rov id ing 
for the u n s e x i n g of ce r ta in d e g e n e r a t e p e r s o n s when such is recom­
mended by a c o m m i t t e e composed of a s u r g e o n , a neuro log i s t and the 
super in tenden t of t he ins t i tu t ion in which the pe r son res ides . 

Others are s e e k i n g th is same end by m e a n s of s eg rega t ion . And 
this is probably our mos t avai lable p rophy lac t i c m e a s u r e . Put in order 
to reap its full benefit i t enta i ls much more e x t e n d e d a c c o m m o d a t i o n s 
than any s ta te as yet affords. A bet ter resu l t could be obta ined in m a n y 
s t a t e s if the s t a t e would obtain control of t he child when it is ad­
mit ted to an in s t i t u t ion or declared an imbec i l e . However , p r o g r e s s is 
being made in th i s d i rec t ion . A law was p a s s e d in I nd i ana th i s las t 
winter p rov id ing for t h e care of adult imbec i le women in the School for 
the Feeble-Minded unt i l they reach the age of forty-five yea r s . 

In Connect icu t t he s t a t e re ta ins control of all pe r sons dec la red im­
beciles, the town officers be ing made r e s p o n s i b l e , and the women 
being kept in the a l m s h o u s e s . 

NOTES AND ABSTRACTS.. 

Provision for the Feeble-Minded in Glasgow, Scotland.—Dr. W. W. 
Ireland wri tes t h a t t he Glasgow Par i sh Counc i l , who have wi th in t h e i r 
area about half a mil l ion of i n h a b i t a n t s , a re b e g i n n i n g to m a k e spec ia l 
provision for the id iots and imbeci les d e p e n d e n t upon t h e m . T h e y have-
erected a bu i ld ing for some of t hese cases wi th in the g r o u n d s of Wood-


